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OUNDLE, 

September,  1949. 

To  THE  OUNDLE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  report  on  the  Health  of  the  Town  during  1948. 

The  town  stands  at  a  height  varying  from  60  to  200  feet 
above  sea-level. 

It  comprises  an  area  of  2,075  acres,  exclusive  of  that 
occupied  by  water. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population  is  2,783. 

There  are  676  inhabited  houses,  according  to  the  Rate 
Books  at  the  end  of  1948. 

The  Rateable  Value  is  £18,341. 

A  Penny  Rate  produces  /73'557. 

The  principal  industry  is  a  brewery.  There  is  also  a  small 
boot  factory  employing  31  hands. 

There  is  an  important  Public  School  with  more  than  600 
resident  pupils,  a  Grammar  School,  an  Elenientary  and  also 
Oundle  County  Modern  School. 


M. 

F. 

Live  Births  :  Total  ... 

...  24 

21 

Legitimate 

...  20 

18 

Illegitimate 

...  4 

3 

This  gives  a  Birth  Rate  of 

16-88  per 

1000. 

There  were  no  Still  Births. 

M. 

F. 

Deaths  :  Total  . 

...  13 

15 

Giving  a  Death  Rate  of  10  06  per  1000. 

Infantile  Deaths  :  2  (botli  were  Legitimate),  giving 
a  Death  Rate  of  45  per  1000  births. 

Of  tlie  two  Infantile  Deaths  the  causes  were  : 


Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Malformation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Of  tlie  otlier  deaths  the  causes  were  ; 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Heart  Di.sease  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  Tubercle  or  any  Zymotic 
Disease. 

Zymotic  Disease. 

Notifications:  Tubercle...  1  case  of  Tuberculous  Glands. 

Measles  ...  18  cases. 

There  were  no  other  notifications. 

Diphtheria  Immunization. 

This  is  done  in  almost  all  children. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  B.  R.  Turner,  B.A.,  M.B., 
B.Ch. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  :  Mr.  H.  W.  Bolton, 
M.Inst.M.  &  Cy.Eng.,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Rating  and  Valuation  Officer  :  Mr.  A.  B.  A.  Wright. 
District  Nurses  :  Nurse  Missen  and  Nurse  Cates. 

Health  Visitor  :  Miss  Miller. 

Hospital  :  Glapthorn  Road. 

Ambulance  :  Mrs.  Bailing,  Mr.  Goldsmith. 

Sanitary  Circumstances. 

Water. — Supply  is  hard,  but  good  in  both  quantity  and 
quality.  It  is  softened  down  to  about  14  degrees  of 
hardness.  .Analyses  have  been  e.xcellent.  The  water  is 
chlorinated. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — These  are  efficient  and  in 
good  order. 

Refuse  is  cleared  twice  a  week. 

There  is  no  pollution  of  the  river. 

Shops. — See  Surveyor’s  Report. 

Swimming  Bath. — The  bathing  place  is  at  the  river. 
There  is  also  a  children’s  swimming  pool,  which  is 
chlorinated  river  water.  Oundle  School  has  a  large 
open-air  swimming  bath. 

Smoke  Abatement. — No  nuisance  has  arisen. 

Housing. — The  new  Housing  Estate  in  New  Road  and 
Gordon  Road  has  made  good  progress. 

I  append  the  Surveyor’s  Report,  which  gives  figures  of  New 
Houses  built,  &c. 
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Factory  Act. 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(4) 

IF  ritten 
notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authorities 

4 

2 

nil 

71  il 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  : 

Nil- 


Part  \'III  of  the  .\ct. 

Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111): 

Nil. 

The  year  1948  has  been  a  very  healthy  one.  The  absence  of 
Zymotic  Disease — except  for  18  cases  of  Measles — is  extra¬ 
ordinary. 

I  am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

B.  R.  TURNER,  B.A.,  M.B  ,  B.C.  Cantab. 


5 


Oundle  Urban  District  Council. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  WATERWORKS  ENGINEER, 

SURVEYOR  AND  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

To  THE  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  herewith  submit  my  Report  of  work  carried  out  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1948. 

Public  Water  Supply. 

A  pure  and  constant  Water  Supply  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 

The  consumption  is  above  normal. 

The  water  is  softened  from  29  to  12  to  14  degrees  of 
hardness. 

Quarterly  Bacteriological  Examinations  have  been  ex¬ 
cellent  and  the  Chemical  x4nalysis  was  also  excellent. 

Number  of  population  supplied  direct  to  the  houses, 
2,745.  Supplied  by  Standpipes,  98. 

Main  Sewers. 

The  main  sewers  have  been  regularly  inspected  and 
flushed  and  are  in  good  order. 

Sewage  Outfall  Works. 

The  Sewage  Outfall  Works  have  been  well  maintained. 

Sewer  Rodent  Control. 

As  directed  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  75%  of  the  manholes 
were  prebaited — total  takes  10.  Poison  baits  were  then 
laid  ;  only  6  complete  baits  were  taken  ;  no  bodies  were 
found. 

Over  340  rats  were  destroyed  in  the  Urban  Area  during 
the  year — at  the  refuse  tip,  sewage  works,  and  on  private 
property.  A  large  amount  of  poison  was  given  to  the 
public  on  application. 

Food  Inspection. 

On  request  the  undermentioned  commodities  were 

condemned  as  unlit  for  human  consumption. 

Evaporated  Milk  .  10  tins. 

Peas  .  4  tins. 

Jam  .  P-  tins. 
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Grapefruit . 

.  13 

tins. 

Fish  . •  . 

.  8 

tins. 

Cooked  and  Raw  Meat  . 

.  54 

lbs. 

Beans  . 

.  30 

tins. 

Tomato  Juice  . 

.  9 

tins. 

Mincemeat  . 

.  2 

tins. 

Cheese  . 

.  55 

lbs. 

Suet  . 

.  1 

lb. 

Infectious  Disease. 

No  liouses  were  treated  during  the  year. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made. 

Tuberculin  tested  milk  is  being  produced  at  the  Stoke 
Road  and  Ashton  Road  Dairy  Farms. 

Clean  Milk  Production  (Keeping  Quality). 

12  samples  of  Raw  and  T.T.  Milk  and  Pasteurised  were 
taken  during  the  year. 

9  samples  were  designated  Good. 

3  samples  were  designated  Bad. 

Houses  Examined  showing  Cause  for  Action. 


Infectious  Diseases .  nil 

Dirty  Houses  .  2 

Overcrowding  .  2 

Defective  Drainage  and  Fittings  and 

General  Repairs  .  71 

Other  Causes  .  2 

Number  of  Notices  .Served. 

1.  Statutory — Section  44,  Public  Health 

Act,  1936'  17 

2.  Preliminary  and  Letters .  21 

Inspections  other  th.vn  Nuisances. 

Works  in  Progress  .  107 

Bakehouses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Factories 
and  Workshops  .  21 


Drainage  and  Sanitation. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  41  houses. 

3  houses  have  been  completely  redraincd  and  with  water 
carriage  system. 
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19  new  W.C.  pedestals  have  been  fixed. 

1  new  W.C.  has  been  constructed  in  brickwork. 

15  houses  have  received  general  repairs. 

Ice  Cream  Regulations,  1947. 

The  Regulations  have  been  carried  out. 

Civil  Building  Control — Licences. 

On  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Works,  the  writer  has 
granted  78  Licences  for  new  flats,  repairs  and  renovations 
of  houses  and  other  properties. 

New  Houses. 

10  new  houses  on  the  Council  New  Road  Housing  Site 
were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  18  occupied.  A  further  12  houses  were  under 
construction. 

Private  Enterprise. 

3  houses  were  completed  and  4  under  construction. 

Yours  truly, 

H.  W.  BOLTON, 

Chartered  Municipal  Engineer, 
M.I.Mun.E.,  Cert.  R.S.L, 

Water  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


March  30th,  1949. 


L'. 
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